CAMPAIGN for the
Mid-Pennine Centre

FOR THE ARTS




Mid-Pennine Centre for the Arts

" The object of our policy is to involve
as many people as possible in activities which
develop their intellectual, aesthetic and creative
capacities.
These activities must be available near where they live:
The choices open to them must be wide
since what interests one man does not interest another.
A range of activities should be available in all centres of population.”

Lord Eccles
Minister with responsibility for the Arts
June 1971

Lord Eccles has concisely stated the principle: the
Mid—Pennine Association for the Arts is concerned to

make that principle a reality in the area it serves.



What the Centre is

— for YOUR enjoyment.

— easy to get to. Just opposite Burnley Bus Station,
and close to good parking facilities.

— open seven days a week, from 10.0 a.m.

— multi-purpose. You can watch a film or play,
read a book, have a meal, paint a picture, chat
develop your holiday snaps or your interest in early music,

all under one roof.
— for people of all ages, occupations and interests.

— a powerhouse, able to provide the area as a whole
with increased arts activity locally and centrally.

— a place for now, a place for the future, where children and

grandchildren of today will still enjoy themselves with
their children.



Design of the Centre

The design strategy for the Mid-Pennine Cenre for the Arts is based
upon extending public involvement in two ways:

Firstly, by providing professional production facilities tor the
M.P.A.A.’s own arts programmes. These activities will radiate from
the Centre into the surroundingtowns and villages;

Secondly, by providing facilities for public use so that interest can
develop into participation.

The many directions in which the Centre may develop in the future
cannot be determined at this stage. The Centre must therefore
represent a flexible statement of intent into which diverse

interest can be injected at different points in time.

Theatre is a multi media art form involving many professional skills.
Therefore as a nucleus upon which many other art forms can react and
from which they can extend, theatre forms the focus of the Centre
both spectators and participatory activity.

The flexible arrangements of the auditorium once defined remain constant.
Services to the building in terms of administration, catering, air
conditioning, lavatory provision etc. are also calculable. These two
elements therefore form the linear core to the building alongside which

all other production spaces and multi-purpose areas can be set, to

connect, expand or change function as time and growth dictate.

Design Syndicate

Architects



Theatre and Studio

PROSCENIUM STAGE

The stage in this arrangement can be used for opera and ballet performances, drama and musicals.
It can be used for conferences or public meetings, and concerts. The ‘“trapped’ area covers an orchestra pit.

THRUST STAGE
Though this form of staging is more usually associated with drama, there is no reason why this cannot
be used for music, or modern dance.

THEATRE-IN-THE-ROUND
Again, a form often associated with drama only but one which can be most successfully used for folk concerts,
informal revue-type shows, fashion shows or spectaculars.

TELEVISION

The drawing showing the theatre in use as a television studio is one indication of the many uses

the theatre alone can have. As we now have local radio stations, and increased use of local facilities by
national television companies, (of Bolton’s Octagon folk shows) it seems likely that this will increase
in the future, hence we provide for it.

RADIO
Assuming the continuance of local radio stations, provision for a studio is envisaged in the building.

REHEARSAL STUDIO

Positioned at the back of the main auditorium, this area has a number of uses. The resident company can
rehearse incoming productions, as can any touring company using the theatre. Drama workshops sessions
for schools and young people can be held here, and the studio can become a small auditorium for

events such as experimental plays, recitals, jazz concerts etc. Like the main auditorium, it will have
moveable blocks of retractable seating.






